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Welcome

Dear colleagues, 

Welcome to our fourth MRI meeting in Lugano in collaboration with the Swiss  
Society of musculoskeletal Radiology (SSSR). During the meeting we will integrate, 
as usual, the imaging and the clinical part of spine MRI and very well known speakers 
coming from USA, Italy, Denmark and Switzerland will discuss and, if possible, will 
try to answer to many questions that constantly arise during our clinical practice 
such as: is that an abnormal finding or just a normal variants? What is clinical 
relevance of some MR findings? Should I report that? What are the advanced in 
knowledge and the limitations in spine MRI for rheumatology patients? What is 
the rheumatologist interested in my report? What are is the role of spine MRI in 
trauma patients? Is that really a spondilodiscitis? These and many other questions 
will be the background of our meeting that I invite you to attend. 

Hope to see you in Lugano

	      Filippo Del Grande			   Gabriele Vincenzo

Speakers
Alessandro Cianfoni, MD, Viceprimario del Servizio di neuroradiologia, Neuorcentro 
della Svizzera Italiana, Lugano (CH)
John A. Carrino, MD, MPH, Vice Chairman Radiology and Imaging, Weill Cornell  
Medical College Hospital for Special Surgery, New York (USA)
Pietro Scarone, MD, Caposervizio del Servizio di neurochirurgia, Neuorcentro della 
Svizzera Italiana, Lugano (CH)
Christian W. A. Pfirrmann, MD, MBA, Chefarzt Radiologie, Universitätsklinik  
Balgrist, Zürich (CH)
Anna L. Falkowski, MD, Fellow Muskuloskelettale Radiologie, Universitätsspital Basel (CH)
Mazda Farshad, MD, MPH Abteilungleiter Wirbelsäule Chirurgie, Universitätsklinik 
Balgrist, Zürich (CH)
Gustav Andreisek, MD, MBA, Chefarzt Radiologie Kantonsspital Musterlingen (CH)
Nadja Farshad-Amacker, MD, Oberaerztin Radiologie, Universitätsspital Zürich (CH)
Jan Fritz, MD, Assistant Professor of Radiology and Radiological Science, Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore (USA)
Veronika Zubler, MD, Oberaerztin Radiologie, Universitätsklinik Balgrist, Zürich (CH)
Ulrich Weber, MD, Consultant King Christian 10th Hospital for Rheumatic 
Diseases, Gråsten (DK) and Associate Professor in Rheumatology, University of 
Southern Denmark
Alberto Zerbi, MD, Responsabile U.O. di radiologia diagnostica e interventistica, 
Ospedale Galeazzi, Milano (I)
Tobias Dietrich, MD, Oberarzt mbF und Leiter MRI, Kantonsspital St. Gallen (CH) 



Program

08h00	 Arrival and registration			 

08h20	 Welcome				    F. Del Grande

08h30	 Diagnostic approach and classification of  
	 degenerative disease of the lumbar spine 	 A. Cianfoni

08h50	 Clinical relevance of degenerative  
	 manifestation of the lumbar spine		  J. A. Carrino

09h10	 Surgical approach in patients with  
	 degenerative disease of the lumbar spine	 P. Scarone

09h30	 How to report an MRI of the post operative 
	 spine 					     C. Pfirrmann

09h50	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

10h00	 Break

10h30	 Degenerative disease of the cervical spine	 A. L. Falkowski	

10h50	 Surgical approaches to the cervical spine	 M. Farshad

11h10	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

11h20	 Spine MRI in trauma patients		  G. Andreisek	

11h40	 Anatomic variants of spine MRI  
	 and clinical implication			   N. Farshad-Amacker

12h00	 MR Neurography of the lumbosacral plexus 	 J. Fritz	

12h20	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

12h30	 Lunch

13h30	 Advances and limitations of whole body MRI 
	 in the assessment of suspected  
	 spondyloarthropathy			   V. Zubler

13h50	 Spine MRI in SpA: what is the  
	 rheumatologist interested in?		  U. Weber

14h10	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

14h20	 Infectious spine and its mimics		  J. A. Carrino

14h40	 Spine MRI in patients with metastasis 		 A. Zerbi 

15h00	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

15h10	 Outcome of spine injections on the basis of 
	 MRI findings				    T. Dietrich

15h30	 Technical corner: MRI guided interventions 
	 in the spine - How I do it			   J. Fritz

15h50	 Discussion				    F. Del Grande

16h00	 Conclusion				    F. Del Grande



Target Audience

Radiologists, Rheumatologists, Orthopedic surgeons, Neurologists, Technologists

Credits

Swiss Society of Radiology SGR-SSR			   6.0 CME - Credits

Swiss Society of Orthopedics and Trauma SGOT-SSOT	 8.0 CME - Credits 

Swiss Neurological Society				    4.0 CME - Credits 

Swiss Society of Medical Technologists ASTRM		  8.5 CME - Credits

Address

Ente Ospedaliero Cantonale

Ospedale Regionale di Lugano, Civico

Aula Magna, piano -1

Via Tesserete 46

6900 Lugano

If you are looking for an accommodation,

we recommend Hotel Villa Sassa

www.villasassa.ch

+41 (0)91 911 41 11

Costs and payment
Participants are kindly requested to enroll before Monday,  April 24th by paying 
a registration fee of CHF 170.- (CHF 100.- for residents and technologists - 
verification required). These are the payment details:

Banca dello Stato del Cantone Ticino

Account: 1060983001000001

Swift/BIC: BSCT CH 22

Clearing: 764

IBAN: CH88007641060983C000C

In favour of: Ente Ospedaliero Cantonale

Reason: 144.99001; Name; MRI meeting 2017

© 2015 Google

Hotel Villa Sassa

Lugano train station

Ospedale Regionale di 

Lugano,  Civico

www.villasassa.ch
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Registration entries

Last name  ...................................................................................................................

First name  ...................................................................................................................

Title   ................................................................................................................................

Hospital   .......................................................................................................................

Speciality   .....................................................................................................................

Phone  ............................................................................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................................................................

Place and date  ...........................................   Signature  ....................................

Please return as e-mail or fax by Monday,  April 24th to:

MRI.meetinglugano@eoc.ch

+41 (0)91 811 60 90

REGISTRATION FORM

SEND
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